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SWEEPING LINES, STUNNING VIEWS AND FABULOUS FINISHES ADD UP TO

Drama In the
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By NANCY RICHMAN MILLIGAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEVE MUNDINGER
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WHERE THIS GRACEFUL HOME NESTLES
into the steep mountainside on its ski-in/ski-out site near
Aspen Mountain, gondolas are strung across the horizon like
party lights, and magnificent views stretch from Hunter Creek
to Independence Pass. But while the structure appears to hug
the mountain effortlessly, its design was anything but effortless.
“We always start with the site,” says Aspen architect Charles
Cunniffe, who designed the house. “This site, in particular, was
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steep and challenging” He met the challenge with a
lyrical design that moves seamlessly among three levels
and connects to the outdoors with floor-to-ceiling
windows and 2,000 square feet of decks and patios.
“The intent was for the house to be sculptural in
form—a kind of regional modernism,” explains
Cunniffe. Elements of the Colorado vernacular are
evident in the generous use of native stone, metal and
wood, as well as exposed timber tafters and large over-
hangs that provide sun shading. “The modern
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clements are the overall forms—flat roofs yielding to
curves on the exterior and creating open spaces inside,”

" Cunniffe says. “The curve adds a little elegance to what

otherwise would be a flat roof.”

Interior designer Donna Guerra of Dallas-based
DGA Interiors worked closely with the architect to
select finishes that flow from exterior to interior. “We
wanted to create a sense of cohesiveness with the
natural materials,” Guerra says. She selected wide-
plank walnut floors, custom-designed rosewood and

igned rosewood cabinetry (built by Genesis
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walnut cabinetry, and hand-picked exquisite glass tiles,
marble and stone surfaces. “The interior finishes are a
little darker than the outside [finishes] and more
dramatic, too,” she says. Drama also comes from the
barrel-vaulted ceiling, walls of glass, and a spectacular
meandering staircase that allows light and traffic to
flow from upper to lower levels.

The 9,000-square-foot house is specifically zoned
to feel comfortable whether accupied by one person or
a crowd. “There is an interesting flow from the enter-
tainment level to vety private sleeping spaces.” Guerra
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says. “Fvery room has a different perspective.” The
upper level comprises the living room, dining area,
kitchen and master bedroom suite, providing single-
floor living for the homeowners. The mid and lower
levels house family bedrooms, an office/library,
exercise room, media room, recteation space and guest
bedrooms. “The design provides ease of movement for
the owner, space to closely connect with family and a
separate wing for guests,” Cunniffe says. “This house
was designed for contemporary living—for a multi-
generational family to enjoy the house together.”0)
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DESIGN DETAILS

Architects

CHARLES CUNNIFFI

CHARLES CUNNIFFE ARCHITECTS
cunniffe.com

Tnterior Designer
DONNA GUERRA, DGA INTERIORS
dgainteriors.com

Builder

JOHN OQLSON

JoHN OLSON BUILDER. INC
(970) 923-4233

For more information about the products in this
horme, visit ColoradoHomesMag,corn/Drana
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